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Abstract: This article examines the growing need for reform of the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) in the context of a rapidly evolving multipolar world. As global power
dynamics shift and new regional actors emerge, the legitimacy, effectiveness, and inclusiveness
of the UNSC are increasingly called into question. This paper explores why multilateral
diplomacy remains a vital mechanism for maintaining international peace and security, and how
reforming the UNSC can help restore confidence in global governance. Drawing on historical
developments, institutional critiques, and reform proposals, the study offers a balanced
perspective on the prospects and limitations of meaningful reform.

Introduction The United Nations Security Council was established in 1945 with a mission to
maintain international peace and security. At the time, the post-World War II order was largely
shaped by a handful of victorious powers. Today, however, the world is no longer unipolar or
bipolar—it is multipolar, with a wide range of states and regional organizations actively shaping
global events. This shift raises a fundamental question: can an institution created 80 years ago
still reflect the realities and needs of today’s international community?

While the UNSC remains central to global security governance, its structure—particularly the
veto power held by five permanent members (P5)—often leads to paralysis, unequal influence,
and perceptions of illegitimacy. As challenges such as climate change, cyber threats, terrorism,
and pandemics transcend borders, multilateral diplomacy and inclusive decision-making are
more necessary than ever. This paper argues that reforming the UNSC is essential for revitalizing
multilateralism and building a more responsive and representative international system.

The Role of the UNSC in a Changing Global Order The Security Council's core functions
include authorizing peacekeeping operations, imposing sanctions, and issuing binding
resolutions. However, the composition of the Council—dominated by the P5 (China, France,
Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States)—does not reflect the diversity or balance of
today’s global power distribution.

Emerging economies, regional powers, and underrepresented continents, especially Africa and
Latin America, increasingly argue that their exclusion from permanent membership undermines
the Council’s credibility. While the UNSC has adapted in small ways, such as expanding non-
permanent members to 10, the central power imbalance remains a point of contention.

Why Multilateral Diplomacy Matters Multilateral diplomacy enables countries to negotiate
and collaborate on equal footing. In a multipolar world—where no single country can
unilaterally address global challenges—this approach becomes not just preferable but necessary.
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Multilateral frameworks promote legitimacy, shared responsibility, and collective action.

Institutions like the UN must evolve to remain effective. Without meaningful reform, the UNSC
risks becoming sidelined as states seek alternative forums, weakening the very system meant to
uphold global stability.

Proposals for UNSC Reform Over the past few decades, numerous proposals have been put
forward to reform the UNSC. These generally fall into three categories:

1. Expansion of Membership: Adding new permanent or non-permanent seats to better
reflect current geopolitical realities. Proposals include greater representation for Africa, Latin
America, and Asia.
2. Limiting or Abolishing the Veto: Critics argue that the veto is often used for political
self-interest rather than international peace. Suggestions include restricting its use in cases of
mass atrocities or requiring multiple P5 members to jointly exercise a veto.
3. Improving Transparency and Working Methods: Calls for more open debates,
engagement with civil society, and inclusive consultation with non-Council members.

Despite wide support for reform in principle, actual change has been elusive. Institutional inertia,
competing national interests, and the requirement for P5 consensus have stalled progress.

Obstacles to Reform Reforming the UNSC requires amending the UN Charter, which in turn
demands ratification by two-thirds of UN member states—including all five permanent members.
This high threshold has proven to be a significant barrier.

Moreover, proposals for reform are often undermined by divergent interests among regional
groups. For instance, while several African countries support African representation on the
Council, there is less agreement on which states should fill those seats.

Pathways Forward Despite the obstacles, there are realistic pathways for gradual progress:

 Building consensus through regional cooperation and coordinated group proposals (e.g.,
the African Union’s Ezulwini Consensus).
 Strengthening the role of elected non-permanent members by improving their access to
briefings and negotiation processes.
 Promoting voluntary commitments by P5 members to refrain from veto use in mass
atrocity situations, as encouraged by initiatives like the Accountability, Coherence and
Transparency (ACT) group.

Even incremental reforms can improve the Council’s legitimacy and effectiveness, provided they
are pursued with transparency and broad participation.

Conclusion The United Nations Security Council stands at a crossroads. In a world where global
power is increasingly diffuse and interconnected, the need for an inclusive, representative, and
effective security institution is more urgent than ever. Multilateral diplomacy remains the best
hope for navigating these complex dynamics—but only if the institutions that underpin it are
reformed to reflect current realities.

Meaningful reform of the UNSC will not happen overnight, nor will it be without difficulty. But
through steady, inclusive, and diplomatic engagement, progress is possible. Reforming the
Council is not about diminishing the influence of any state—it is about strengthening the
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legitimacy and capacity of the entire international system.
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