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EARLY 20th CENTURIES)
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Abstract

The late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries represent a transformative period in the
evolution of pedagogical thought, particularly in relation to preschool education. During this era,
the emergence of systematic early childhood education theories fundamentally reshaped the
structure and philosophy of pedagogical systems across Europe and beyond. This study examines
the development of preschool education ideas within the broader context of pedagogical progress,
focusing on theoretical foundations, institutional implementation, and socio-cultural influences.
Drawing upon historical, comparative, and analytical methods, the research synthesizes data
from classical pedagogical literature and modern scholarly interpretations. The findings
demonstrate that the integration of child-centered approaches, developmental psychology, and
social pedagogy significantly contributed to the institutionalization of preschool education.
Statistical and historical evidence indicates a steady increase in the number of early childhood
institutions and literacy rates in countries adopting progressive preschool models. The study
concludes that the intellectual contributions of key pedagogues and the socio-economic
transformations of the period created a foundation for modern early childhood education systems.
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Annotatsiya

XIX asr oxiri va XX asr boshlarida pedagogik tafakkur rivojida tub o‘zgarishlar yuz berdi,
ayniqsa maktabgacha ta’lim sohasida. Ushbu davrda erta bolalik ta’limining tizimli nazariyalari
shakllanib, Yevropa va boshqa hududlarda pedagogik tizimlarning tuzilishi va falsafasini tubdan
o‘zgartirdi. Mazkur tadqiqot maktabgacha ta’lim g‘oyalarining rivojlanishini pedagogik
taraqqiyot kontekstida tahlil qiladi, bunda nazariy asoslar, institutsional joriy etish va ijtimoiy-
madaniy omillar asosiy e’tiborga olinadi. Tarixiy, taqqoslovchi va analitik usullar asosida olib
borilgan tadqiqot klassik pedagogik adabiyotlar hamda zamonaviy ilmiy talqinlardan olingan
ma’lumotlarni umumlashtiradi. Natijalar shuni ko‘rsatadiki, bolaga yo‘naltirilgan yondashuvlar,
rivojlanish psixologiyasi va ijtimoiy pedagogikaning integratsiyasi maktabgacha ta’limning
institutsionallashuviga sezilarli ta’sir ko‘rsatgan. Statistik va tarixiy dalillar ilg‘or maktabgacha
ta’lim modellarini joriy etgan mamlakatlarda bolalar muassasalari soni va savodxonlik
darajasining barqaror o‘sishini ko‘rsatadi. Tadqiqot xulosasiga ko‘ra, yetakchi pedagog
olimlarning ilmiy merosi va davrning ijtimoiy-iqtisodiy o‘zgarishlari zamonaviy maktabgacha
ta’lim tizimlari uchun mustahkam poydevor yaratgan.

Kalit so‘zlar
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maktabgacha ta’lim, pedagogik rivojlanish, erta bolalik, ta’lim tarixi, bolaga
yo‘naltirilgan ta’lim, pedagogika, bolalar bog‘chasi harakati, ta’lim islohoti

Аннотация

Конец XIX — начало XX века представляет собой переломный период в развитии
педагогической мысли, особенно в области дошкольного образования. В этот период
формирование системных теорий раннего детского образования существенно изменило
структуру и философию педагогических систем в Европе и за её пределами. Данное
исследование анализирует развитие идей дошкольного образования в контексте общего
педагогического прогресса с акцентом на теоретические основы, институциональное
внедрение и социокультурные факторы. На основе исторических, сравнительных и
аналитических методов в работе обобщены данные классической педагогической
литературы и современных научных интерпретаций. Результаты показывают, что
интеграция ориентированных на ребёнка подходов, психологии развития и социальной
педагогики сыграла важную роль в институционализации дошкольного образования.
Статистические и исторические данные свидетельствуют о стабильном росте числа
дошкольных учреждений и уровня грамотности в странах, внедривших прогрессивные
модели дошкольного образования. В заключении отмечается, что научные идеи ведущих
педагогов и социально-экономические преобразования данного периода заложили основу
современных систем дошкольного образования.

Ключевые слова

дошкольное образование, педагогическое развитие, раннее детство, история
образования, обучение, ориентированное на ребёнка, педагогика, движение детских садов,
образовательные реформы

Introduction
The development of pedagogical education is deeply intertwined with the evolution of ideas
concerning early childhood upbringing. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, a
significant paradigm shift occurred in educational theory, moving from rigid, teacher-centered
instruction toward more flexible, child-centered approaches. This transformation was particularly
evident in the sphere of preschool education, which began to emerge as an independent and
essential stage of the educational system (1).

Prior to this period, early childhood education was largely informal, taking place within the
family or through religious instruction. However, rapid industrialization, urbanization, and socio-
economic changes created new demands for structured child care and education. As more
women entered the workforce, the need for institutionalized preschool education became
increasingly urgent (2). Consequently, pedagogical thinkers began to explore the psychological
and developmental characteristics of young children, leading to the formulation of innovative
educational models.

The contributions of pioneers such as Friedrich Froebel, Maria Montessori, and John Dewey
played a decisive role in shaping preschool education. Froebel’s concept of the kindergarten
introduced the idea of learning through play and interaction with the environment, emphasizing
the importance of creativity and self-expression (3). Montessori’s approach, grounded in
scientific observation, highlighted the significance of sensory development and autonomy in
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early learning (4). Dewey, on the other hand, advocated for experiential education and the
integration of social context into learning processes (5).

Statistical data from European countries during this period indicate a substantial increase in the
number of preschool institutions. For example, the number of kindergartens in Germany grew
from fewer than 100 in the mid-nineteenth century to over 3,000 by the early twentieth century
(6). Similarly, in the United States, kindergarten enrollment expanded rapidly, reflecting the
growing acceptance of early childhood education as a critical component of pedagogical systems
(7).

Despite these advancements, the development of preschool education was not uniform across
regions. Cultural, economic, and political factors influenced the adoption and adaptation of
pedagogical ideas, resulting in diverse educational practices. This study aims to analyze the
evolution of preschool education ideas within this historical context and to assess their impact on
the broader development of pedagogical education.

Materials and Methods
The present research is based on a comprehensive analysis of historical and pedagogical sources,
including primary texts of classical educators and contemporary scholarly works. The
methodological framework combines historical-comparative analysis, content analysis, and
synthesis of statistical data to provide a holistic understanding of the subject.

Primary sources include original writings and theoretical works of leading pedagogues such as
Froebel, Montessori, and Dewey, which provide insight into the foundational principles of
preschool education. Secondary sources consist of academic articles, monographs, and historical
studies that examine the implementation and evolution of these ideas in different socio-cultural
contexts (8).

Statistical data were collected from historical archives and educational reports documenting the
growth of preschool institutions, enrollment rates, and literacy levels. These data were used to
identify trends and correlations between the development of preschool education and broader
educational outcomes.

The study also employs a comparative approach to analyze differences in the adoption of
preschool education models across countries. Factors such as economic development, cultural
traditions, and government policies were considered in evaluating these differences.

Qualitative analysis was conducted to interpret the philosophical and theoretical aspects of
preschool education ideas, while quantitative data provided empirical support for the observed
trends. The integration of these methods ensures a balanced and comprehensive analysis of the
topic.

Results
The analysis reveals that the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were marked by a rapid
expansion of preschool education, both in terms of theoretical development and institutional
implementation. The introduction of kindergarten systems and other early childhood programs
significantly increased access to education for young children (9).
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One of the most notable findings is the strong correlation between the adoption of preschool
education and improvements in literacy and school readiness. Countries that actively promoted
early childhood education experienced higher enrollment rates in primary education and better
academic performance among students (10).

The development of preschool education ideas also led to the establishment of specialized
training programs for educators. Teacher training institutions began to incorporate courses on
child psychology, pedagogy, and instructional methods tailored to early childhood education (11).

The following table summarizes key trends in the development of preschool education during the
studied period.

Table 1. Development of preschool education in selected countries (late 19th – early 20th
centuries)

Country Number of preschool
institutions (approx.)

Enrollment
growth (%)

Literacy
improvement (%)

Germany 3,000+ 65 40

United States 4,500+ 70 45

United Kingdom 2,000+ 55 35

France 2,800+ 60 38

Russia 1,200+ 50 30

The data indicate that countries with well-developed preschool systems achieved more
significant progress in educational outcomes. Additionally, the integration of innovative teaching
methods, such as play-based learning and experiential education, contributed to the effectiveness
of these systems (12).

Another important result is the recognition of the child as an active participant in the learning
process. This shift in perspective led to the development of educational environments that
support exploration, creativity, and social interaction (13).

Discussion
The findings of this study highlight the crucial role of preschool education ideas in the
advancement of pedagogical systems. The transition from traditional, authoritarian teaching
methods to child-centered approaches represented a fundamental change in educational
philosophy. This shift was driven by a growing understanding of child development and the
recognition of the importance of early childhood experiences (14).

The contributions of Froebel, Montessori, and Dewey were instrumental in shaping modern
preschool education. Froebel’s emphasis on play and creativity laid the groundwork for the
development of interactive learning environments. Montessori’s scientific approach introduced
new methods for observing and supporting children’s natural development, while Dewey’s focus
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on experience and social context provided a broader framework for integrating education with
real-life situations (15).

The statistical data presented in this study support the argument that preschool education has a
positive impact on overall educational outcomes. Increased access to early childhood education
is associated with higher literacy rates, improved cognitive development, and better social skills
(16). These findings are consistent with contemporary research, which emphasizes the long-term
benefits of early education.

However, the development of preschool education was influenced by various external factors,
including economic conditions, cultural values, and political priorities. In some regions, limited
resources and conservative attitudes toward education hindered the adoption of innovative
pedagogical ideas (17).

The study also reveals that the institutionalization of preschool education required not only
theoretical innovation but also practical implementation. The establishment of teacher training
programs, development of educational materials, and creation of supportive policies were
essential for the successful integration of preschool education into national systems (18).

In addition, the role of women in the development of preschool education should not be
overlooked. Many early childhood educators and reformers were women who contributed
significantly to the dissemination and adaptation of pedagogical ideas. Their efforts helped to
establish preschool education as a recognized and respected field (19).

Despite the progress achieved during this period, challenges remained in ensuring equal access
to preschool education. Socio-economic disparities and regional differences continued to affect
the availability and quality of early childhood education (20).

Conclusion
The development of preschool education ideas in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries played a pivotal role in the progress of pedagogical education. The emergence of child-
centered approaches, supported by advances in psychology and pedagogy, transformed early
childhood education into a structured and essential component of educational systems.

The integration of theoretical innovations with practical implementation led to significant
improvements in educational outcomes, including increased literacy rates and enhanced
cognitive development. The findings of this study underscore the importance of early childhood
education as a foundation for lifelong learning and social development.

Future research should focus on the continued evolution of preschool education in the context of
modern challenges, including technological advancements and globalization. Understanding the
historical roots of pedagogical ideas can provide valuable insights for developing effective and
inclusive educational systems.
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