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Abstract:
This article analyzes the role of museums in social life, their cultural, educational, and

social functions, as well as new trends observed in museum activities in the modern era. The
study examines the importance of museums in preserving historical heritage, their role in the
educational system, and their contribution to the development of cultural tourism. It also
discusses new directions in museum activities emerging through digital technologies.
Furthermore, issues such as virtual museums, interactive exhibitions, digitization processes, and
museum pedagogy are explored from a scientific perspective.
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Today, museums are considered one of the most important social institutions that play a
significant role in the cultural and spiritual life of society [1]. They serve the purpose of
preserving, studying, and presenting the material and spiritual heritage of humanity to the wider
public. Through museums, the historical development of a nation, its national values, traditions,
and cultural customs are demonstrated. In this regard, museums are not only places where
historical exhibits are preserved, but also important scientific and cultural centers that contribute
to the spiritual development of society.

The activities of museums are closely connected with various sectors of society. They
play an important role in the development of education, science, tourism, and culture [2]. In
particular, the role of museums is invaluable in educating the younger generation in the spirit of
national values, forming historical consciousness, and preserving cultural heritage.
Archaeological findings, ancient manuscripts, works of art, and ethnographic objects preserved
in museums provide an opportunity to study the rich history of a nation. In recent years,
significant changes have been observed in museum activities worldwide. As a result of the rapid
development of modern technologies, new approaches have emerged in museum practices. In
particular, multimedia exhibitions, virtual excursions, interactive displays, and digital catalogs
are creating more convenient and engaging conditions for museum visitors. This, in turn, further
increases the social significance of museums.

Museums are considered one of the most important cultural institutions that preserve the
historical memory of human civilization. They accumulate the historical development of society,
cultural values, works of art, and scientific achievements. Through museums, it becomes
possible to study the past of humanity, analyze historical experiences, and draw conclusions that
contribute to future development. Therefore, the role of museums in modern society is steadily
increasing.
In the context of globalization today, preserving cultural heritage, maintaining national identity,
and educating the younger generation in the spirit of respect for historical values have become
urgent tasks. Museums play an important role in this process as significant social institutions.
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They are no longer only places where exhibits are preserved, but are increasingly transforming
into centers for scientific research, education, and cultural communication.

The history of museum formation dates back to ancient times. Even during the periods of
Ancient Greece and Rome, there were traditions of collecting and displaying works of art. Later,
during the Renaissance in Europe, collecting activities developed significantly, and various
works of art, archaeological findings, and rare objects began to be gathered [3].
By the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the process of establishing modern museums had
begun. During this period, museums were organized on a scientific basis, and systematic
methods for preserving and studying exhibits were introduced. Today, museums function not
only as institutions that preserve cultural heritage but also as important social institutions that
contribute to the spiritual development of society.

Museum activities include several important functions. First of all, they perform the task
of preserving historical and cultural heritage. Exhibits preserved in museum collections serve as
important sources for studying different periods of human history [4]. The second important
function is scientific research. Numerous research activities are conducted within museums, and
new scientific findings are obtained in fields such as archaeology, ethnography, and art history.
The third function is educational and enlightenment activity. Through museums, the younger
generation gains knowledge about history, culture, and art. Museum excursions, seminars,
exhibitions, and various cultural events contribute to the spiritual development of society.

In recent years, the concept of museum pedagogy has been widely developing. This field
considers museums as an important component of the educational process. Special programs are
organized in museums for school students and university students. Museum lessons, interactive
excursions, historical reconstructions, and мастер classes increase young people’s interest in
history [5]. This, in turn, contributes to the formation of respect for national values.
Museums also serve as spaces for cultural dialogue in society. Through various exhibitions,
international projects, and cultural events, mutual understanding and cooperation between
different peoples are strengthened.
In addition, museums are an important part of the cultural infrastructure of cities. Many tourists
become acquainted with the history and culture of a country through visits to historical museums.
Today, innovative technologies are widely used in museum activities. Multimedia exhibitions,
virtual reality technologies, 3D modeling, and digital catalogs create new opportunities for
museum visitors [6]. Through virtual museums, it is possible to view museum exhibitions from
anywhere in the world. This contributes to the global popularization of museums.
Museums also play an important role in the development of tourism. Tourists visiting historical
cities and cultural centers are primarily interested in museums. Through museums, it is possible
to obtain extensive information about the history, culture, and traditions of a country.For this
reason, many countries pay special attention to the development of museum infrastructure.
Modern exhibitions and interactive displays are further increasing the flow of tourists. During
the years of independence, great attention has been paid to the development of museum activities
in Uzbekistan. New museums have been established, existing museums have been reconstructed,
and modern technologies are being introduced. In particular, museums in historical cities are
making a significant contribution to the development of cultural tourism. Efforts are being made
to digitize museum collections, create virtual excursions, and organize interactive exhibitions [7].

In conclusion, museums play an important role in the cultural, educational, and scientific
development of society. Modern technologies and innovative approaches further enrich museum
activities. In the future, museums are expected to become not only places where historical
exhibits are preserved, but also important centers of cultural and intellectual development for
society.
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Museums play an important role in the cultural, educational, and scientific development
of society. They have invaluable significance in preserving, studying, and transmitting historical
and cultural heritage to future generations⁴. Through museums, material and spiritual monuments
related to different periods of human history are preserved and scientifically studied. In modern
society, the functions of museums are expanding even further. They are no longer only places
where exhibits are preserved, but are increasingly becoming centers of education, scientific
research, and cultural communication. Interactive exhibitions, virtual museums, multimedia
technologies, and digitization processes are bringing museum activities to a new level⁵.
Museums also play an important role in the development of cultural tourism. Tourists from
different countries have the opportunity to learn about the history, culture, and traditions of a
nation through museums. As a result, museums contribute not only to the preservation of cultural
heritage but also to economic and tourism development.

In the future, the wider application of innovative technologies in museum activities, the
digitization of museum collections, and the development of virtual exhibitions will remain
among the important tasks. Through these processes, museums will further strengthen their
significance as modern scientific and educational centers that contribute to the cultural and
intellectual development of society.
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