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Abstract

This article examines clinical terminology as a systematically organized component of
medical language that ensures the accuracy and unambiguity of professional communication in
healthcare. The sources of clinical terms, their structural and word-formation features,
classification, and functional role in medical education and clinical practice are analyzed.
Particular attention is paid to the importance of Greco-Latin elements in the construction of the
medical terminology system.
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Аннотация

В статье рассматривается клиническая терминология как системно организованный
компонент медицинского языка, обеспечивающий точность и однозначность
профессионального общения в сфере здравоохранения. Анализируются источники
формирования клинических терминов, их структурно-словообразовательные особенности,
классификация и функциональная роль в медицинском образовании и клинической
практике. Особое внимание уделяется значению греко-латинских элементов в построении
терминологической системы медицины.
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Clinical terminology is an integral part of medical language and represents a specialized
system of concepts and names used in diagnosis, treatment, and patient monitoring. With the
development of modern medicine, the expansion of international scientific contacts, and the
standardization of medical documentation, the role of clinical terminology is significantly
increasing. Its accuracy and uniformity ensure effective interaction between specialists in various
medical fields. Clinical terminology includes terms denoting diseases, pathological processes,
symptoms, syndromes, diagnostic methods, treatments, and prognostication. Unlike anatomical
terminology, which captures the static structure of the body, clinical terminology reflects the
dynamic changes occurring in the human body during various diseases. This determines its
functional focus and practical significance.

Historically, clinical terminology was formed on the basis of Latin and Ancient Greek. Latin
became established as the international language of medicine, ensuring the universality and
stability of the terminological system. Greek, in turn, became the primary source of terms related
to the clinical manifestations of diseases, diagnostic and therapeutic procedures. This linguistic
interaction contributed to the creation of a logically structured and semantically motivated
system of terms.
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Benefits of Clinical Terminology

• Improved Communication. Facilitates clear communication among healthcare providers,
patients, and stakeholders.

• Enhanced Patient Safety. Reduces errors in diagnosis and treatment by using precise
language.

• Data Analysis and Research. Enables the aggregation and analysis of health data for
research, public health monitoring, and quality improvement.

In terms of word formation, clinical terms are distinguished by a complex morphological
structure. They are formed by combining root morphemes, prefixes, and suffixes, each with a
specific semantic meaning. For example, the suffixes -itis, -osis, -oma, and -algia allow for
precise specification of the nature of the pathological process, its course, or clinical
manifestations. This structure makes clinical terminology productive and flexible, capable of
expanding in line with the development of medical science.

By functional criterion, clinical terminology is divided into several groups: terms denoting
symptoms and syndromes; nosological entities; diagnostic and therapeutic concepts; and
prognostic and rehabilitative terms. This classification facilitates the systematization of medical
knowledge and facilitates the professional training of medical students.

In medical education, clinical terminology plays a fundamental role, serving as the basis for
the development of clinical thinking. Proficiency in terminology enables future specialists to
correctly interpret clinical information, competently prepare medical documentation, and
effectively interact with colleagues. In a physician's practice, the accuracy of terminology is
directly related to the quality of diagnosis and patient treatment. Thus, clinical terminology
represents a strictly organized system that reflects the scientific level of medicine and ensures
professional communication in clinical practice. Its study is a mandatory element of medical
training and an important prerequisite for improving the effectiveness of healthcare.
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