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Abstract. This article analyzes the educational and moral significance of the works of Tara
Campbell, a contemporary American writer working in the flash fiction genre, based on her
stories “Solidarity” and “Armed for Love: A Pseudo-Sestina.” The article examines how these
flash stories, despite their compact form, convey profound meanings and how their use of
symbolic and psychological imagery contributes to the development of critical thinking, empathy,
and moral reflection among modern readers. The findings of the study demonstrate that Tara
Campbell’s flash fiction plays an important role in the contemporary literary process, possessing
not only artistic and aesthetic value but also significant educational and ethical importance.
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Introduction.

In contemporary literary processes, the flash fiction genre—characterized by conciseness,
density of meaning, and conceptual depth—is increasingly gaining prominence. In today’s
society, dominated by digital technologies and rapid information exchange, the ability to convey
a literary work in a brief form not only captures the reader’s attention but also allows for deep
reflection and moral contemplation. In this regard, the flash fiction genre plays a significant role
in shaping literary thinking, critical reasoning, and ethical values in modern readers.

Among contemporary American writers effectively working in this genre, Tara Campbell
stands out. Her flash fiction explores the inner experiences of modern humans, social issues, and
ethical choices through everyday scenarios, symbolic imagery, and psychological depth.
Through ordinary situations and unconventional characters, the author encourages readers to
reflect on humanity, empathy, and social responsibility.

This article analyzes the educational and ethical significance of Tara Campbell’s flash
fiction using her stories “Solidarity” and “Armed for Love: A Pseudo-Sestina” as examples. The
study highlights the role of symbolic and psychological depiction techniques in these works in
developing critical thinking, empathy, and moral reflection among contemporary readers. The
main goal of the article is to demonstrate, based on scholarly analysis, that Campbell’s flash
fiction possesses not only artistic and aesthetic value but also significant educational potential in
today’s society.

Main part.

Tara Campbell’s “Solidarity” is a flash fiction story grounded in the real-life setting of
modern urban life, where a simple, everyday scenario reveals profound social and ethical issues.
At the center of the story are an overworked employee and a delivery duck. Depicted as an
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anthropomorphic character, the duck symbolizes representatives of the modern labor market—
couriers and “invisible” workers who toil for minimal wages.

At the beginning of the story, the author presents the protagonist’s inner monologue,
filled with doubt, indifference, and stereotypes. The protagonist judges the duck as “shady,”
comparing it to more aggressive “drakes.” This reflects how, in contemporary society,
individuals often make quick and frequently unjust judgments based on external appearances.
Particularly, the line:

“Okay, I did, I threw a rock at him. Solidarity, motherfucker” is laced with biting irony,
exposing the hypocrisy of so-called solidarity and theoretical justice. Here, the author raises a
moral question: can true solidarity be achieved through violence?

The turning point in the story is the depiction of the duck’s fatigue from hard labor. When
the duck drops an envelope, the protagonist sees themselves reflected in its “resigned posture.”
This moment marks the awakening of empathy. The use of contemporary labor terminology,
such as “productivity metrics,” highlights how human values are eroded behind numbers and
efficiency.

One of the most notable aspects of “Solidarity” is that the event is entirely ordinary rather
than dramatic. Campbell intentionally avoids grandiose scenes, focusing instead on a few
minutes inside an elevator. This illustrates that moral choices occur daily in every person’s life.
Depicting the duck as an Amazon delivery worker openly critiques modern capitalist society,
where humans are subordinated to algorithms and productivity metrics. The description of the
duck’s exhausted body before dropping the envelope demonstrates how labor can erode human
dignity. This raises the question for the reader: is the individual or productivity more important?

The protagonist’s inner monologue, structured around constant rationalization and denial,
tries to justify doubts with “logical” reasons: lack of balcony, privacy, the duck being in the
elevator. This reveals how modern humans often use logic as a shield to avoid moral
responsibility. Notably, the line “I lived there too, dammit” emphasizes how sharply notions of
personal space and possession have intensified in society. Campbell uses irony and internal
conflict to show character development. While the protagonist previously justified violence with
the word “solidarity,” the story ends with true solidarity manifested through assistance. In this
way, Campbell illustrates moral evolution in a compact yet powerful manner. At the story’s
conclusion, the protagonist performs a small but morally significant act—picking up the fallen
package. The phrase “Workers of the world, and all that” expresses workers’ unity in an ironic
yet sincere tone. Thus, “Solidarity” encourages readers to understand empathy, humanity, and
the importance of everyday moral decisions.

In “Armed for Love: A Pseudo-Sestina,” Campbell addresses a less visible but deeply
ethical issue: the acceptance of violence as a condition of being loved. The protagonist appears
to choose love and acceptance over a weapon, yet this choice alienates them.

The disrupted (“pseudo”) sestina form reflects the character’s internal chaos. Repeated
words such as “fretting,” “feasting,” “digging,” “glaring” signify the endless cycle of mental
pressure. The gun here functions as a symbol of power, a distorted model of masculinity, and
economic dependency. The protagonist’s estrangement from music—the loss of art and
sensitivity—reveals the deepest ethical damage caused by violence. The line:
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“My fingers missed the frets of my guitar” symbolizes the loss of the true self. Campbell
exposes the sharp conflict between destructive power and creative expression. Repetition of
violent lexicon (“feast,” “famine,” “digging a grave”) emphasizes the destructive impact of a
violent lifestyle on both body and psyche. Although the protagonist is forced to hold a weapon in
the name of love, this “love” annihilates personal freedom. Ultimately, lowering the weapon
signifies moral awakening—a symbolic path to liberation.This story imparts an important ethical
lesson for contemporary readers: violence is not strength but a manifestation of personal crisis. It
encourages independent thought, critical evaluation of social stereotypes, and reassessment of
authentic values.

In both stories, Tara Campbell effectively utilizes the flash fiction form to create
profound moral and social content in a concise format. “Solidarity” promotes social empathy and
unity, while “Armed for Love” critiques violence and false identity. These works serve as a
literary instrument for fostering moral education, critical thinking, and understanding of human
values in modern readers.

Conclusion

Tara Campbell’s flash fiction “Solidarity” and “Armed for Love: A Pseudo-Sestina”
possess not only artistic and aesthetic value but also deep educational and ethical significance for
contemporary readers. Through “Solidarity,” the author demonstrates that even ordinary daily
situations can manifest empathy, humanity, and solidarity, prompting readers to pay attention to
small but meaningful moral choices. “Armed for Love” addresses issues of violence, false power,
and personal identity, guiding readers toward ethical reflection and critical thinking. Analysis
shows that Campbell’s flash fiction, even in brief form, can provoke social, psychological, and
moral questions in the reader’s mind. These stories function as a vital tool in teaching younger
generations to think critically, understand human values, and feel social responsibility. Thus,
Tara Campbell’s flash fiction plays a crucial role in fostering moral education, empathy, and
social harmony among modern readers.
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