JOURNAL OF
MULTIDISCIPLINARY

ISSN NUMBER: 2751-4390

SCIENCES AND INNOVATIONS IMPACT FACTOR: 9,08

EXPRESSION OF NATIONAL IDENTITY IN CONTEMPORARY UZBEK YOUTH
LITERATURE

Axmedjonova Gulnoza Omon Kkizi
Master of Asia International University

Annotation: This study examines how national identity is expressed in contemporary Uzbek
youth literature, focusing on the cultural, linguistic, historical, and psychological components
reflected in literary narratives. The analysis highlights how modern Uzbek authors integrate
traditional values, folklore elements, and representations of the homeland with current issues
such as globalization, digital transformation, and migration. Drawing on the theories of
Benedict Anderson, Homi Bhabha, Stuart Hall, and leading Uzbek scholars, the research
demonstrates that youth literature plays a significant role in shaping cultural consciousness,
strengthening national identity, and guiding young readers in negotiating the balance between
modernity and tradition.
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BBIPA’KEHHUE HAI_[I/IOHA;JII)HOI71 WAEHTUYHOCTHU B COBPEMEHHOH
Y3BEKCKOUM MOJIOAE KHOU JIMTEPATYPE

AHHoTauusi: B mannoit pabore paccMarpuBaroTCs 0COOCHHOCTH BBIPKEHUSI HAIMOHAIBHOM
UJICHTUYHOCTU B COBPEMEHHOM Yy30€KCKOM MOJIONEKHON JuTeparype, yleisisi BHUMaHHE
KYJIbTYPHBIM, S3bIKOBBIM, MCTOPUYECKUM M IICHUXOJIOTMYECKUM acCIEeKTaM, OTPaKEHHBIM B
JUTEPATYPHBIX MPOU3BEACHUIX. AHAIN3 IT0OKA3bIBAET, UTO COBPEMEHHBIE Y30€KCKHE MUcaTeIu
OpPTaHUYHO COENUHSIOT TPAJAUIMOHHBIE IEHHOCTH, SJIEMEHTHI (POJBKIOpa U 00pa3sl POAMHEI C
aKkTyaJdbHBIMM Te€MaMM [ioOanu3anuy, LUPpPOBOM TpaHCPOpPMALUMU UM MUIPALUH.
OcHoBbiBasgicb Ha Teopusix benenukra Annepcona, Xomu bxabxa, Crroapra Xomia u
y30€KCKMX HccieqoBarenelf, padoTa JIEMOHCTPUPYET 3HAYMMYIO pOJb MOJIOJEKHOM
JUTEpaTypel B (OPMHPOBAHWUU KYJIBTYPHOTO CO3HAHUS, YKPEIUICHMH HAIMOHAIBHOM
UICHTUYHOCTH M TIOMOIIM MOJIOZOMY IIOKOJIEHHIO B IIOMCKE TapMOHHH MEXIy
COBPEMEHHOCTBIO U TPAJAULIUSAMU.

KuaroueBble ciaoBa: HaunmonanbHas WAGHTHYHOCTH, y30€KCKas MOJOAEKHAs JMTEpaTypa,
KyJIbTYpHbIE IEHHOCTH, TloOanmu3ainus, (ONBKIOpP, SI3BIKOBOE Hacjienue, JIUTepaTypHas
TICUXOJIOTHSI, KyJbTypHas MaMsATh, MOJIOJICKHOE CO3ZHAHUE.

The expression of national identity in contemporary Uzbek youth literature represents one of
the most essential cultural and intellectual phenomena of the post-independence era.
Following Uzbekistan’s independence in 1991, profound sociocultural transformations
reshaped the ideological, educational, and artistic foundations of society. These changes
directly influenced the conceptualization of national identity, cultural memory, and the
narrative structures reflected in youth literature. Scholars such as A. Qodirov (1999), N.
Karimov (2003), Sh. Turdiyev (2012), and international theorists like Benedict Anderson
(1983), Homi Bhabha (1994), and Stuart Hall (1996) emphasize that national identity is not a
fixed category but a dynamic socio-cultural construct expressed through symbols, language,
historical narratives, and collective consciousness. In the Uzbek context, youth literature has
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emerged as a unique platform for sustaining national values while simultaneously responding
to global cultural flows.

Contemporary Uzbek youth literature draws on a rich heritage of classical texts including
Alisher Navoi’s ethical-humanistic worldview (15th century), Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur’s
introspective prose (16th century), and the educational ideas of Ahmad Donish (19th century),
while integrating them into modern-day cultural challenges. After the 1990s, writers such as
Erkin A’zam, O‘tkir Hoshimov, Xurshid Davron, Murod Muhammad Do‘st, and the younger
generation authors like Abdulla Sher (2010s), Ulug‘bek Hamdam (2000s), and Muhammad
Ali (late 1990s—2000s) helped shape a renewed literary discourse for youth. Their works
reflect themes of identity formation, cultural memory, traditional values, and the tension
between modernity and national heritage. The influence of educational reforms, psychological
studies (notably by G°. Salomov, 2007; Sh. Nishonova, 2014), and globalization processes
has further deepened the role of literature as a tool for shaping youth consciousness.

National identity in contemporary Uzbek youth literature is primarily expressed through
language, symbolic imagery, traditional ethics, historical memory, intergenerational
communication, and depictions of the homeland. According to Stuart Hall (1996), identity is
constructed through narratives, and Uzbek youth literature employs various narrative
structures to strengthen the sense of belonging to the nation. For instance, descriptions of the
steppe, mountains, ancient cities such as Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and the symbolic
presence of the Silk Road generate a sense of cultural continuity. This aligns with Eric
Hobsbawm’s (1983) theory of “invented traditions,” where cultural symbols are intentionally
reinforced to maintain national consciousness. In the Uzbek literary context, traditions are not
invented but revived—restoring continuity between the past and the present. One of the core
features of national identity expression in Uzbek youth literature is the emphasis on milliy
ruh—the spiritual essence of the nation. This concept has been explored by scholars such as 1.
Haqqulov (2001) and N. Hotamov (2013), who argue that literature functions as a transmitter
of values such as respect for elders, social harmony, community solidarity (mahalla culture),
hospitality, and moral purity. These elements frequently appear in youth novels, short stories,
and poems as moral anchors guiding the development of young protagonists. Works like
O‘tkir Hoshimov’s “Dunyoning ishlari” (1989), though written before independence, gained
renewed relevance for youth in the 2000s due to its focus on humanism, moral upbringing,
and the essence of Uzbek family values.

Contemporary youth literature also incorporates the psychological dimensions of identity
formation. Erik Erikson’s (1968) theory of identity crisis and adolescence development
provides a useful framework for analyzing young protagonists in Uzbek narratives who
navigate between tradition and modernity. In many works, characters confront internal
dilemmas related to their cultural roots, societal expectations, and aspirations linked to global
culture. The tension between traditional Uzbek values and global digital influences forms a
recurring motif in recent literary works. For example, writers like Ulug‘bek Hamdam and
Bahrom Ro‘zimuhammad explore how youth negotiate cultural hybridity in a rapidly
modernizing society.

The 21st century has seen the growth of literary works addressing the impact of globalization,
migration, technological change, and digital culture. These texts reflect Z. Bauman’s (2000)
concept of liquid modernity, where youth must continuously redefine their identities amidst
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fluid social structures. Yet, Uzbek literature distinctively responds to these changes by
reinforcing cultural stability through narratives that celebrate historical memory and moral
continuity. Many authors portray characters who reconnect with their roots through family
history, national heroes, or rediscovery of cultural values. Historical figures such as Amir
Temur, Ulug‘bek, and the Jadid intellectuals—Abdurauf Fitrat, Abdulla Avloniy,
Munavvarqori Abdurashidxonov—serve as symbols of national pride and inspiration for
young readers. Abdulla Avloniy’s famous assertion in Turkiy Guliston yoxud Axlog (1913)
that “Millatni saqlashning eng yaxshi yo‘li — ma’rifatdir” resonates strongly in contemporary
youth literature.

Since independence, government initiatives such as the “Yoshlar Ittifoqi,” “Yosh kitobxon”
movement, and reforms in literature education have strengthened the connection between
youth and national culture. Studies by K. Asqarova (2017) and D. Qodirova (2020) show that
literature curricula emphasize national identity, patriotism, and cultural continuity. This
educational environment influences writers, who integrate these values into their artistic
vision. For example, children’s and youth literature produced between 2000 and 2024
increasingly focuses on topics such as national traditions, family ethics, the beauty of the
Uzbek language, and the importance of preserving cultural roots.

A distinctive component of national identity in Uzbek youth literature is the role of folklore
and oral tradition. The integration of ertaklar (fairy tales), dostonlar (epics), proverbs, and
folk sayings enriches literary texts with cultural authenticity. Folklore elements serve as moral
guidelines, psychological tools, and aesthetic devices emphasizing national mentality. This
aligns with Vladimir Propp’s (1928) structural theory of folklore, which highlights the
enduring narrative functions present in folk stories and their ability to foster cultural
continuity. Contemporary authors adapt folkloric motifs to modern contexts, creating hybrid
narratives that resonate with today’s youth while preserving ancestral wisdom. Another
central aspect is the portrayal of the homeland (Vatan) as a sacred space. Geographical
descriptions evoke emotional attachment and reinforce cultural belonging, consistent with Yi-
Fu Tuan’s (1977) concept of topophilia—the psychological bond between people and places.
Uzbek youth literature frequently depicts villages, mountains, rivers, historic monuments, and
traditional neighborhoods (mahallas) as nurturing spaces for character development. These
descriptions help young readers internalize cultural geography as part of their national identity.

Language plays a crucial role as well. According to linguist A. Rustamov (2005), the Uzbek
language carries cultural codes, historical memory, and ethical values. Youth authors
consciously employ pure Uzbek vocabulary, idioms, and stylistic patterns to maintain
linguistic identity despite increasing Russian and English linguistic influences. In line with
Ferdinand de Saussure’s (1916) theory of cultural linguistics, the structure of the Uzbek
language shapes the worldview presented in literature, influencing how young readers
perceive national symbols and values.

Contemporary youth literature also reflects social changes such as urbanization, migration,
and gender dynamics. Female authors like Matluba Qo‘shjonova, Muhabbat Hamdamova, and
Dilorom Ishoqova highlight the evolving role of women in society while grounding their
narratives in national morals and identity. This aligns with global feminist literary theories
(e.g., Elaine Showalter, 1985) that examine how literature shapes gendered identity. However,
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Uzbek female authors emphasize cultural harmony rather than conflict between traditional
and modern values.

Youth literature addressing migration and diaspora experiences has recently expanded.
Authors depict how young migrants struggle to preserve national identity abroad, mirroring
the theoretical perspectives of Arjun Appadurai (1996) on global cultural flows and identity
dislocation. For example, narratives describe how Uzbek youth living in Russia, South Korea,
or Western countries reconnect with their heritage through language, rituals, and family
memories.

In digital-era literature, online storytelling, blogs, and social media content also contribute to
national identity formation. New-generation writers born after 2000 incorporate cyberculture,
but maintain national themes, showing that identity can adapt to new communicative forms.
This reflects Manuel Castells’s (1997) concept of “network society,” where identity is
reconstructed through digital interactions. Lastly, contemporary youth literature promotes
universal values—peace, tolerance, environmental responsibility—while grounding them in
national tradition. This dual orientation resonates with Amartya Sen’s (2006) idea that
multiple identities coexist within individuals. Uzbek youth literature thus positions national
identity as a stable core that harmonizes with global citizenship. Contemporary Uzbek youth
literature reflects national identity not only through traditional themes, but also through the
inner world of today’s generation. Modern authors increasingly explore how young people
understand their cultural roots while interacting with global media, technology, and
multicultural environments. National identity in these works appears through subtle symbolic
details—everyday customs, linguistic expressions, family rituals, and moral decisions made
by young protagonists.

Writers of the 2010-2020s pay special attention to the psychological and emotional aspects of
belonging: how the sense of “Uzbekness” is felt in personal choices, friendships, career
visions, and attitudes toward national heritage. Unlike earlier periods, contemporary youth
literature often focuses on identity as a flexible and evolving phenomenon, showing that
national values can be preserved not only through tradition, but also through creativity,
innovation, and conscious self-reflection. This approach helps modern youth see national
identity not as a fixed set of norms, but as a living cultural foundation that guides their
development in a rapidly changing world.

Contemporary Uzbek youth literature increasingly explores the concept of national identity
through the lens of personal experience and self-reflection. Unlike earlier periods, where
national identity was often depicted as collective and historical, modern texts focus on how
young individuals internalize and negotiate their cultural heritage in everyday life. Authors
illustrate that national consciousness is shaped not only by historical knowledge or linguistic
competence but also by emotional engagement with traditions, moral dilemmas, and the
challenges of modern society. Another emerging feature is the depiction of youth as active
participants in preserving and redefining cultural memory. Literature highlights initiatives
such as participation in local community projects, engagement in cultural festivals, and the
revival of traditional crafts or storytelling practices. These narratives suggest that national
identity is lived through action, not only through passive appreciation of history. In this way,
authors encourage readers to see themselves as carriers and innovators of cultural values.
Modern Uzbek youth literature also foregrounds the psychological dimension of identity
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formation. Writers explore feelings of belonging, alienation, and cultural pride, showing that
these emotions play a crucial role in shaping a young person’s worldview. By presenting
characters who reflect on their connections to family, homeland, and heritage, authors convey
the idea that national identity is an evolving dialogue between the individual and society.

Furthermore, literature emphasizes ethical decision-making as an expression of national
identity. Young protagonists often face moral choices that test their commitment to cultural
norms, honesty, social responsibility, and respect for elders. Through these narrative strategies,
authors communicate that maintaining national identity requires conscious effort and ethical
awareness, reinforcing the inseparable link between values and identity. Finally,
contemporary works integrate symbolic and aesthetic elements to enhance the perception of
Uzbek national identity. Use of traditional motifs, historical architecture, landscapes, and even
musical references serves as a subtle reminder of the cultural continuity that underlies modern
life. These elements enable youth readers to perceive national identity as both tangible and
experiential, bridging the gap between abstract cultural concepts and lived experience.

In addition to emotional and ethical dimensions, contemporary Uzbek youth literature often
portrays the tension between local traditions and global influences. Young characters navigate
the challenges of modern life—social media, foreign cultural content, and new technologies—
while trying to remain connected to their national roots. Authors emphasize that national
identity is not a barrier to modernity but a framework through which youth can interpret and
filter global trends. In this sense, literature provides practical guidance, showing how cultural
heritage can coexist with innovation, creativity, and openness to new ideas.

The role of language remains central in these narratives. Writers deliberately use native Uzbek
idioms, proverbs, and poetic expressions to convey subtle cultural nuances. The use of literary
Uzbek alongside contemporary colloquial expressions mirrors the adaptive nature of identity: it
evolves but remains rooted in tradition. Scholars such as A. Rustamov (2005) and Sh.
Nishonova (2014) note that language functions as both a tool and a symbol of national
consciousness, and youth literature demonstrates this dual role effectively.

Furthermore, contemporary works often explore historical reinterpretation from the perspective
of youth. Authors reconstruct the lives of national heroes, intellectuals, and ordinary citizens
from past centuries, highlighting values such as courage, justice, and resilience. By doing so,
they make history accessible and relatable to modern readers, reinforcing national pride and
cultural continuity. These narratives foster a sense of collective memory, while encouraging
young readers to critically engage with historical events and their relevance to current social
realities. Cultural festivals, rituals, and community gatherings are another recurring motif. By
portraying Nowruz celebrations, wedding ceremonies, and other traditional events, literature
situates national identity within lived experience. Young protagonists often participate in these
events, reflecting on their symbolic and moral significance. Such narrative techniques reinforce
the idea that cultural identity is not merely abstract but actively experienced and practiced
within society.

Finally, psychological and social dimensions intersect in youth literature to produce a holistic
understanding of identity. Characters’ interactions with peers, family, and the broader
community highlight the negotiation between individuality and cultural belonging.
Contemporary Uzbek authors depict identity formation as a complex process involving self-
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awareness, social learning, and emotional reflection. Through this approach, literature serves
not only as a cultural mirror but also as a guide, helping youth internalize national values while
developing their personal sense of agency.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the expression of national identity in contemporary Uzbek youth literature
represents a dynamic and evolving cultural process shaped by historical memory, linguistic
heritage, moral values, and the realities of globalization. Modern Uzbek authors skillfully
weave together traditional ethical principles, folklore motifs, and representations of the
homeland with new themes arising from technological change, migration, and global cultural
interactions. This literary synthesis reflects the idea, emphasized by scholars such as Benedict
Anderson, Homi Bhabha, and Stuart Hall, that identity is neither fixed nor singular, but
continuously reconstructed through narratives, symbols, and shared cultural experiences.

Contemporary Uzbek youth literature plays a vital role in strengthening the cultural
consciousness of the younger generation by reaffirming the importance of the mother tongue,
family ethics, community solidarity, and respect for national traditions. Through relatable
characters and realistic storylines, writers guide young readers in understanding the
complexities of modern life while remaining connected to their ancestral heritage. The
literature not only preserves but also revitalizes cultural values, offering a balanced response
to the influence of globalization and fostering a sense of belonging and pride in national
identity. Ultimately, the growing body of youth literature in Uzbekistan demonstrates that
national identity remains a powerful source of inspiration and creative expression. It serves as
both a cultural compass and an educational tool, shaping the worldview of young people and
contributing to the construction of a resilient, culturally rooted, and forward-looking national
consciousness.
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