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Annotation: This article explores the scientific contributions of two great figures of Central
Asian history: Alisher Navoi and Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur. While both are renowned for
their literary achievements, their works also contain significant insights into linguistics, history,
ethics, and natural sciences. The study examines their impact on cultural and scientific
development in the region and their continued relevance in modern scholarship.
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AHHoTanusi: B JaHHOW cTaThbe paccMaTpUBAIOTCA HAy4YHBIE JIOCTIDKEHUS JABYX BEIHMKHX
nuyHocter uctopuu Llentpansuoit Asun: Anumepa HaBou u 3axpunauna Myxammana baOypa.
HecMmoTpst Ha TO, YTO OHU W3BECTHBI CBOMMHU JIUTEPATYPHBIMU JTOCTHKEHUSMU, UX TPYAbl TaKKe
CoJIepKaT Ba)XHbIC CBEJACHHUS IO JIMHIBUCTHUKE, MCTOPUHU, ITHKE U ECTECTBEHHBIM HAyKaM.
HccnenoBanue aHanu3upyeT MX BIMSHUE Ha KyJIbTYpPHOE M HaydyHOE pPa3BUTHE PETHOHA U X
aKTyaJIbHOCTh B COBPEMEHHOM HayKe.

KuaroueBble cioBa: Ammmep Haow, 3axpunmua Myxamman baOyp, HayuHoe Haciemue,
JMHTBUCTUKA, UCTOPUS, KYJIbTYypa, TUTepaTypa

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada Markaziy Osiyo tarixining buyuk siymolari Alisher Navoiy va
Zahriddin Muhammad Boburning ilmiy merosi tahlil gilinadi. Ikkalasi ham adabiyotdagi ulkan
yutuqlari bilan mashhur bo‘lishiga qaramay, ularning asarlari tilshunoslik, tarix, axloq va tabiiy
fanlar bo‘yicha muhim ma’lumotlarni oz ichiga oladi. Tadqiqot ularning mintaganing madaniy
va ilmiy rivojlanishiga ta’sirini va zamonaviy ilm-fanda ahamiyatini o‘rganadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Alisher Navoiy, Zahriddin Muhammad Bobur, ilmiy meros, tilshunoslik, tarix,
madaniyat, adabiyot

The rich tapestry of Central Asian history is woven with the threads of remarkable figures
whose contributions transcended the confines of their time, leaving indelible marks on culture,
literature, and science. Among these luminaries, Alisher Navoi and Zahiriddin Muhammad
Babur stand out not only as literary giants but also as influential thinkers whose works
encompass a broad spectrum of knowledge. Their legacies reflect a profound engagement with
the intellectual currents of their era, bridging the realms of poetry, philosophy, and scientific
inquiry. Alisher Navoi (1441-1501) is often celebrated as one of the greatest poets in the
Chagatai language, a precursor to modern Uzbek. His literary oeuvre, characterized by its depth
and complexity, delves into themes of love, morality, and the human condition. However,
Navoi's contributions extend far beyond poetry. He was a polymath who engaged with various
disciplines, including philosophy, linguistics, and mysticism. His works often reflect an intricate
understanding of nature and human existence, showcasing an early appreciation for empirical
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observation and rational thought. Navoi's philosophical treatises and his advocacy for the use of
the native language in literature were instrumental in shaping the cultural identity of the region.

Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur (1483-1530), the founder of the Mughal Empire in India, is
renowned for his memoirs, "Baburnama," which provide a detailed account of his life, conquests,
and observations of the natural world. His writings are not merely historical records; they are a
blend of autobiography, travelogue, and botanical studies. Babur's keen observations of flora and
fauna reflect a scientific curiosity that was ahead of his time. He meticulously documented the
geography and climate of the regions he traversed, contributing valuable insights to the fields of
botany and geography. His approach exemplifies the Renaissance spirit of inquiry, emphasizing
direct observation and personal experience as vital sources of knowledge.The interplay between
Navoi's literary brilliance and Babur's empirical observations creates a unique synergy that
enriches our understanding of Central Asian intellectual history. Both figures operated within a
cultural milieu that valued knowledge and scholarship, drawing inspiration from Persian, Arabic,
and Turkic traditions while also engaging with contemporary scientific advancements. Their
works reflect a synthesis of artistic expression and intellectual rigor, highlighting the
interconnectedness of literature and science. In examining the scientific legacy of Navoi and
Babur, it becomes evident that their contributions were not isolated to their respective fields but
rather intertwined with broader cultural and societal developments. They championed the pursuit
of knowledge as a means to elevate society, advocating for education and intellectual growth in
their communities. Their writings served as catalysts for future generations, inspiring scholars
and thinkers to explore new ideas and expand the horizons of knowledge.

This exploration will delve into the specific contributions of Alisher Navoi and Zahiriddin
Muhammad Babur to science and culture, highlighting how their legacies continue to resonate in
contemporary discussions about literature, philosophy, and empirical inquiry. By analyzing their
works through a multidisciplinary lens, we can appreciate the enduring impact they have had on
the intellectual landscape of Central Asia and beyond. In doing so, we honor their roles as
pioneers who navigated the intricate relationship between art and science, laying the groundwork
for future explorations in both domains.Alisher Navoi and Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur are two
of Central Asia's most important cultural and scientific figures. Their contributions extend
beyond literature to other disciplines such as linguistics, history, ethics, and natural science. Both
scholars contributed significantly to the intellectual landscape of their time and influenced the
advancement of knowledge in their respective fields.

Alisher Navoi, widely regarded as the founder of Chagatai literature, made significant
contributions to the standardization and promotion of the Turkic language as a medium of
scholarly and literary expression. His work Muhakamat al-Lughatayn (The judgment of two
languages) was a seminal linguistic study that compared Persian and Turkic languages, arguing
that the latter was richer and more expressive. In addition to his linguistic achievements, Navoi
investigated ethical philosophy, moral teachings, and governance theories, emphasizing the
importance of justice, wisdom, and knowledge in state administration.

Similarly, Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur was a well-known poet and historian who also
studied geography, botany, and social structures. His Baburnama (The Book of Babur) is an
important historical document that provides detailed information on the landscapes, cultures, and
governance systems of the regions he visited. His accounts of flora and fauna demonstrate a
scientific curiosity and a desire to accurately document the natural world. Furthermore, his
reflections on governance and leadership offer valuable insights into statecraft, making his work
still relevant in political and administrative studies today. These two towering figures left a
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scientific legacy that continues to inspire scholars, linguists, and historians today. Their
interdisciplinary approach to knowledge, which includes literature, ethics, governance, and
natural sciences, exemplifies Central Asia's diverse intellectual traditions. This paper will
conduct a thorough analysis of their scientific legacy, examining their contributions to various
fields and assessing their long-term impact on scholarship and intellectual discourse.

Many studies have been conducted on Alisher Navoi and Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur's
literary works. Navoi's “Muhakamat al-Lughatayn” is a fundamental linguistic treatise that
compares the Turkic and Persian languages, highlighting the Turkic language's richness.
Similarly, Babur's “Baburnama” is not only an autobiographical account, but also an important
historical and geographical document that sheds light on the flora, fauna, and cultural dynamics
of the regions he visited. Scholars such as Bertels and Barthold, as well as contemporary Uzbek
academics, have conducted research on their impact on the region’s scientific thought
development. Alisher Navoi made a great contribution to the development of Turkish literature.
In his work “Muhokamat-ul-lughatayn” he proved that the Turkish language is not inferior to the
Arabic and Persian languages and showed the possibilities of this language. He also brought the
beauty and artistic possibilities of the language to a high level in his poetry collections such as
“Khazayin-ul-Maani”, “Chor Devan”

Navoi's work “Tarihi anbiyo wa hukamo” provides important historical information about the
lives of ancient prophets and sages. In addition, the work “Majolis un-nafais” contains valuable
information about the most famous poets and scientists of his time. Alisher Navoi expressed
many opinions about human ethics and the development of society. His work “Mahbub-ul-
Qulub” embodies moral, social and philosophical views, and it illuminates the ways of a person
to achieve perfection. Alisher Navoi’s scientific legacy has not lost its importance to this day.
His works are an invaluable source not only in literature and linguistics, but also in the fields of
history, philosophy and cultural studies. Therefore, the study of Navoi’s scientific heritage is
important not only for literary scholars, but also for the whole society. The study takes a
qualitative approach, analyzing primary sources like ‘“Muhakamat al-Lughatayn” and
“Baburnama.” Secondary sources include historical analyses and linguistic studies that assess the
scientific contributions of these individuals. Comparative analysis is used to evaluate their
influence on Central Asian intellectual history and on subsequent scholars. Zahiriddin
Muhammad Babur made a great contribution to the development of Uzbek literature. He widely
demonstrated the possibilities of the Turkish language and skillfully used it in his works.
“Boburnoma”, one of Babur’s most famous works, is a historical-biographical work, but it is also
written at a high artistic level. This work is also valuable from the point of view of linguistics
and literature, it contains important information about the state of the Turkish language in the
XV-XVI centuries, its vocabulary and grammatical structure.

Babur was also engaged in poetry. Lyrical poems, ghazals and rubai are collected in his
divans, which are valuable not only from the artistic point of view, but also from the point of
view of linguistics. Babur reflected the culture and moral values of his time in his literary works.
One of the most important aspects of Babur's scientific legacy is his research in history and
geography. “Boburnoma” is not only an autobiographical work, but also one of the important
historical sources of its time. It contains detailed information about the socio-political situation,
customs, culture and geographical features of Mowarounnahr, Afghanistan and India. Babur was
also an expert in military affairs. His campaigns and combat experience left behind important
knowledge in the field of military strategy and tactics. “Boburnoma” contains detailed
information about martial arts, army management, military equipment and types of weapons.
Babur’s military campaigns and tactics were studied by later researchers of military history and
evaluated as an important experience.
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Babur also left valuable information about state administration, tax system, court cases

and citizens' rights. The Babur dynasty, which he founded in India, later played an important role
in the history of Central Asia and India. The findings show that Alisher Navoi was instrumental
in the development of the Uzbek language and its recognition as a language of science and
culture. His linguistic contributions helped establish Uzbek as a literary and academic language,
allowing it to expand beyond everyday communication. Babur's “Baburnama” is a valuable
resource for historians, geographers, and ethnographers. His detailed descriptions of the flora,
fauna, and climate of the regions he visited provide insight into the environmental conditions at
the time. Babur also made ethnographic observations, describing the customs, traditions, and
governance of various peoples, which aided historical and sociological studies.
Both figures emphasized education, ethics, and intellectual development in their writings. Navoi
advocated for the integration of knowledge and morality, which influenced subsequent regional
educational policies. Babur's experiences as a ruler and scholar emphasized the importance of
knowledge-based governance and strategic planning, providing statecraft lessons that are still
being studied today. Furthermore, their contributions to understanding Persian and Turkic
literary traditions enriched comparative literature research. Their works, which combine literary
artistry and scientific inquiry, are still used as primary sources by linguists, historians, and
cultural scholars today.

The scientific heritage of Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur is very extensive and includes
such areas as history, literature, linguistics, military work and geography. His work
“Boburnoma” is not only a historical monument, but also a valuable scientific resource. Babur's
scientific and literary legacy is still of great importance today and had a great impact on the
development of Uzbek and world science. Therefore, in-depth study of Babur's work and
scientific views is an important task not only for historians and literary scholars, but also for all
scholars.

The scientific contributions of Alisher Navoi and Zahiriddin Muhammad Babur go far
beyond their literary legacy. Their contributions significantly influenced linguistic studies,
historiography, and cultural scholarship in Central Asia. Navoi’s linguistic innovations elevated
the Turkic language in academic and literary circles, whereas Babur's keen observations
provided invaluable ethnographic and geographical knowledge that is still relevant today.
Furthermore, their emphasis on education and ethics highlights their importance in intellectual
development. Navoi's philosophical reflections on morality and knowledge shaped educational
frameworks, influencing both current and future generations. Babur’s experiences in governance
and statecraft teach timeless lessons about leadership, diplomacy, and strategic planning. His
detailed historical and environmental records remain valuable resources for modern scholars
studying past sociopolitical and ecological landscapes. Both figures made significant
contributions to the spread of scientific ideas across regions. Their works served as cultural
bridges, encouraging the exchange of ideas that enriched intellectual traditions throughout
Central Asia, South Asia, and beyond. Their scientific and literary contributions remain relevant
today, demonstrating their lasting impact on historical and modern academic discourse.

Future research could delve deeper into the philosophical elements of their works, as well
as their contributions to natural science and ethics. Scholars can continue to discover new
dimensions of their impact on the advancement of science and knowledge across multiple fields
by delving deeper into their intellectual heritage.
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