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Abstract:Internet slang (also called netspeak or chat-speak) comprises the informal,
non‐standard vocabulary and expressions that have emerged in computer-mediated
communication. The Internet – being “global, diverse, and dynamic” – hosts an abundance of
slang forms. Scholars note that the Internet has “radically changed global communication” and
become integral to daily life, profoundly influencing both written and spoken language1. This
paper defines internet slang within sociolinguistics and digital communication, and then
examines its linguistic characteristics. We review existing literature and use illustrative examples
from English-speaking platforms (Twitter, Reddit, memes, texting). We find that internet slang
shows creative morphology (acronyms, blends, clippings) and flexible syntax (abbreviated
phrases, novel punctuation), as well as distinct pragmatic uses (e.g. “LOL” as a discourse marker,
memes and emojis conveying tone). Digital platforms (e.g. Twitter’s character limit, social
media affordances) shape these innovations. We discuss how these trends reflect ongoing
language change and affect norms and communication practices: internet slang serves as a
marker of community identity and drives vocabulary evolution, even as it challenges traditional
views of correctness.
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Introduction. Internet slang refers to the informal, often non-standard lexical items and
expressions that arise in online communication. It includes abbreviations (e.g. LOL, BRB),
initialisms (e.g. OMG), emoticons and emojis (e.g. ), and creative word-forms (e.g. loltastic,
smog). The Internet’s global, multimedia environment has fostered this slang: as one analysis
observes, “the rapid development of digital communication has significantly influenced language
evolution”, especially among younger users, by generating new slang, abbreviations, and
structures that “shape modern communication”2. In sociolinguistic terms, internet slang can be
seen as a new register or variety tied to online contexts (forums, social media, text chats).
Traditionally, slang was viewed as a marker of in-group identity and speech style. Online, these
groups are now worldwide, and internet slang serves to signal membership in virtual
communities (e.g. fandoms, gaming culture). In fact, scholars note that slang is now “world-wide
the vocabulary of choice of young people”, as the Internet “extends [group] networks” beyond
face-to-face settings.
While older linguists (e.g. Crystal) once argued that the Internet’s impact on language was
modest, the evidence shows that online communication is marked by systematic linguistic
innovation. Technological constraints and conventions (e.g. tweet length, emoji interfaces) have
given rise to new norms of expression. This paper adopts a sociolinguistic perspective: we treat
internet slang as part of digital communication and review its linguistic features. By synthesizing

1 Huang, Y. Y. (2017). On some aspects of Internet slang. Filolohichni zapysky, 67, 87–99.

2 Ziyadullayeva, B. G. (2025). Young slang and Internet linguistics: The evolution of digital communication.
Continuing Education: International Experience, Innovation, and Transformation, 1(2), 33–40.
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prior analyses and examining representative examples from English-speaking internet media, we
explore how slang is formed and used, and what this implies for language change.
Methods. This study is a theoretical literature review and conceptual analysis. We surveyed
scholarly writings on internet linguistics, slang, and computer-mediated communication. Key
sources include works on sociolinguistics of online language, analyses of chat language, and
recent discussions of memes and emojis. We did not collect new empirical data; instead, we
highlight findings from existing studies. Illustrative examples (such as actual acronyms or meme
text) are drawn from observed usage on platforms like Twitter, Reddit, and texting. Our focus is
on synthesizing these insights rather than conducting new experiments.
Results. Internet slang shows unusually creative word-formation. Common processes include
acronyms and initialisms (e.g., “LOL” for laughing out loud, “BRB” for be right back), blending
(e.g., loltastic = lol + fantastic, or netizen), clippings (e.g., ’stache from mustache), and
reduplication (e.g., artsy-fartsy). These are “extra-grammatical” forms that differ from standard
English: for example, one analysis finds that “slang demonstrates extra-grammatical rules of
phonological and morphological formation that markedly distinguish it from the standard form”.
In practice, slang often drops conventional affixes or joins fragments of words for humor or
brevity (cf. “smog” = smoke + fog). Initially obscure acronyms have even entered formal usage
(e.g. OMG is now in some dictionaries). The net result is a rich, evolving lexicon: one study
notes that new slang terms continuously emerge online, reflecting a “dynamic linguistic
evolution influenced by technological advancements and user interaction”.
Syntactic and Orthographic Features. Online writing also departs from standard syntax.
Internet users often omit articles or auxiliary verbs for speed (e.g. “gonna grab coffee”), drop
capitalization (“imho” instead of “in my humble opinion”), or use hashtags and @-mentions as
syntactic elements (e.g. tweet: “Best day ever #blessed”). Conventions about punctuation have
shifted too: repeated exclamation points or lack of ending punctuation can signal excitement or
informality, and emojis serve as paralinguistic punctuation. One commentator observes “many
changes and irregularities in verbal and non-verbal means of communication” online, including
novel punctuation, deliberate spelling changes, and icons (emoticons) popular among younger
users.
Social-media constraints shape this further. For instance, Twitter’s length limit famously
“impacted on the morphology and functionality of language, hence resulting in shorter and
sometimes innovative modes of communication”. Users adapt by compressing messages into few
characters, leading to abbreviations, acronyms, and dropping punctuation. Moreover, new
orthographic symbols appear: the hashtag (#) turned into a marker of topic or meta-comment, the
at-sign marks dialogue, and emojis act as tone markers. These shifts reflect a blurring of speech
and writing: as one source notes, digital communication makes a “strong distinction between
writing and speaking impossible” because people employ spoken-like informality in text. In
short, internet syntax is flexible and driven by medium conventions (e.g. brevity, multimedia),
even though it often violates formal grammatical rules.
Pragmatic and discourse functions. Internet slang is also rich in pragmatic meaning. Many slang
terms serve social or discourse functions beyond literal content. For example, “LOL” –
ostensibly “laughing out loud” – often does not signal actual laughter but functions as a
discourse marker that softens statements or shows camaraderie. Researchers find that “LOL ... is
not always used to indicate a humorous response; rather, it is multifunctional” in online
comments. Similarly, “smh” (shaking my head) or “tbh” (to be honest) carry pragmatic cues
about attitude. Emoticons and emojis further convey subtle tone or emotion (an emoji can
replace intonation or facial expression in text).
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Memes exemplify pragmatic compression: a single image with caption can convey a complex
humorous sentiment understood by a community. By sharing memes or in-jokes, users align with
particular cultures (gaming, fandoms, etc.). In fact, internet slang often helps establish “online
community identities”. A meme or slang term can signal belonging to a group. Pragmatically,
these forms rely on shared context: encountering “FOMO” (fear of missing out) or “TL;DR” (too
long; didn’t read) assumes familiarity with internet culture. As one recent summary emphasizes,
memes, emojis, and other non-verbal expressions play a key role in online communication’s
pragmatics.
Influence of digital platforms. Different digital platforms impose distinct linguistic norms and
innovations. Twitter’s character constraints have already been mentioned. On image-centric
platforms (Instagram, TikTok), language is often brief and paired with visuals; slang may
manifest as hashtags or meme text (e.g. “#goals”, “filter” references). Chat apps and texting
popularized emoticons (e.g. “:-)”, “xD”) and real-time shorthand (e.g. dropping punctuation for
speed). Forums like Reddit allow longer posts, but community-specific jargon arises (e.g. “OP”
for original poster, “upvote”/“downvote” vernacular). In all cases, the “media – for example, the
character limit of Twitter – have impacted morphology and functionality”, leading to shorter and
innovative expressions.
Overall, researchers note that digital communication has created new “multimedia genres” and
textual formats, inducing a “new system of multimedia genres and genre formats”. For instance,
the rise of internet slang has been so influential that scholars describe internet communication as
a functional variety with its own formalized lexical and grammatical features. These platform-
driven effects ensure that internet slang is not just random error but follows coherent patterns
tied to the technology and community.
Discussion. Our analysis highlights that internet slang exemplifies how technology and social
networks drive language change. Far from being random, slang on social media follows
systematic patterns: new vocabulary is coined (often by morphological blending or abbreviation),
conventional syntax is relaxed, and pragmatic markers (emojis, memes) are woven into discourse.
Such shifts occur at all linguistic levels. As one study emphasizes, “changes are taking place in
the language of the Internet in a variety of aspects: at the level of vocabulary, rules for
constructing statements and coherent text, [and] genre and stylistic norms”. These observations
indicate that online slang is part of broader diachronic change.
There is debate over the significance of these changes. Some traditionalists worry that slang
undermines literacy. Indeed, key takeaways from recent analyses caution that new norms
“challenge traditional literacy, necessitating educational adaptations”. Others point out that many
slang terms eventually standardize: words like “emoji”, “selfie”, and “meme” have become
mainstream. In fact, usage of internet slang often mirrors established sociolinguistic processes.
The creation of slang terms and their community-specific meanings reflects classic principles of
identity and group language use. Educators may need to acknowledge these forms descriptively,
even if they would not appear in formal writing.
Importantly, some linguists (e.g. D. Crystal) argue that the net’s overall impact remains modest.
Our review suggests a more nuanced picture: while casual online language rarely appears in
professional prose, the Internet has accelerated lexical innovation and globalized certain informal
registers. The fluid boundary between speech and writing online means that users flexibly code-
switch between styles, which can blur norms of formality. Over time, many slang expressions
will either fade or be absorbed into general slang. The internet may thus be seen as a fast-moving
field where language continuously adapts to new communicative needs.
In conclusion, internet slang is a dynamic, creative aspect of language that reflects digital
culture. It demonstrates rich morphological play, adaptive syntax, and pragmatic ingenuity. As
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one analysis summarizes, slang’s linguistic properties “strikingly distinguish it from the standard
variety”, underscoring that digital communication fosters genuine linguistic innovation. These
trends underscore the importance of viewing language change through the lens of technology:
the norms of online interaction reshaping vocabulary and style are part of natural language
evolution in the digital age.
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