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Abstract: In this article, we examine the influence of loanwords on the evolution of modern
English vocabulary. Throughout its historical development, English has interacted extensively
with other languages, significantly expanding its vocabulary. Particular attention is paid to Latin,
French, and Scandinavian loanwords and their role in shaping the modern English vocabulary.
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AHHOTamusi: B crarbe MBI paccMaTpuBaeM BIIHMSHUE 3aMMCTBOBAHHBIX CJIOB Ha DBOJIIOLHUIO
COBPEMCHHOW aHTJIMICKOHN JICKCHKH. B mpoliecce MCTOPHUYECKOTO Pa3BUTHUS aHTJIMHCKUH SI3BIK
AKTHBHO B3aMMOJICHCTBOBAJ C IPYTUMH SI3bIKAMH, YTO MPUBEIIO K 3HAYUTEIBHOMY MOMOTHEHHIO
ero cioBapHoro cocraBa. Oco0oe BHHMaHUE VIEJICHO JIATUHCKUM, (paHIy3CKUM U
CKaHJMHABCKUM 3aMMCTBOBAHHUSM, a TaKkKe HX poJd B (OPMHUPOBAHUH COBPEMEHHOTO
AHTJIMICKOTO CIIOBaps.

KawueBble ci10Ba: aHTIHIICKas JIEKCUKA, 3aMMCTBOBAHHSI, SBOJIOIHS SI3bIKA, JIMHTBUCTHYCCKUE
KOHTAKTBI, JIATHHU3MbI, TAJLTUIIM3MBI, TJI00aTH3a1Hs, HEOJIOTU3MBI.

Introduction. The English language has undergone numerous changes over the centuries, many
of which were due to the borrowing of words from other languages. These borrowings have
played a key role in shaping the modern English vocabulary, enriching it with new concepts,
terms, and expressions. Historical events such as the Roman conquest of Britain, the Norman
invasion, and the development of colonial policy contributed to the infusion of elements from
Latin, French, Scandinavian, and later other languages into the English language. Modern
English vocabulary is the result of long-term interaction with various cultures and peoples,
making it one of the most flexible and diverse of all languages. Borrowed words not only filled
semantic gaps but also stimulated the development of new meanings, phrases, and stylistic
nuances. With globalization and the rapid development of information technology, the borrowing
process continues with even greater intensity, reflecting the dynamics of cultural and social
change.
Studying the influence of borrowed words on the evolution of English vocabulary allows us to
gain a deeper understanding of the development of language, identify trends in its adaptation to
new realities, and determine the role of interlingual contacts in shaping the modern linguistic
picture of the world.
Main part. The history of the English language is one of constant exchange with other
languages. At virtually every stage of its development, words have been actively borrowed,
enriching and complicating the lexical system. Latin, French, and Scandinavian languages
have had the greatest influence on English vocabulary, each contributing their own layer of
words associated with specific areas of life and culture [1]. One of the first sources of
borrowings was Latin, which the English became acquainted with during the Roman Empire.
Latinisms introduced terms related to religion, science, architecture, and education into the
English vocabulary. For example, the words "school," "wine," "street," and "wall" are of Latin
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origin. Later, during the Renaissance, the number of Latinisms increased as English scholars
borrowed terms from medicine, philosophy, and astronomy (such as "radius," "data," and
"formula") [2].

French also exerted a significant influence, especially after the Norman Conquest in 1066. As a
result, more than a third of the English vocabulary was enriched with French words. They
penetrated the vocabulary of government, law, art, and cuisine. For example, the words
"government," "judge," "beauty," and "dinner" are all French in origin. The French influence
made the English language more refined and expressive, which was reflected in the vocabulary
of culture and etiquette [3]. Another important source of borrowings were the Scandinavian
languages with which the Anglo-Saxons came into contact in the 9th—11th centuries.
Everyday words such as "sky," "window," "husband," "law," and "egg" came from Old Norse.
These borrowings harmoniously integrated into the structure of the English language and often
replaced Old English equivalents, simplifying morphology and promoting the unification of
grammatical forms [4].

In the modern era, with the advent of colonialism and scientific and technological progress,
English began to borrow words from many other languages—Spanish, Italian, Dutch, Arabic,
Hindi, and Chinese. For example, words like "cargo," "piano," "coffee," "bungalow," and "tea"
are the result of cultural contact with various peoples [5]. In the 21st century, this borrowing
process has taken on a new form—digital and global borrowing. Under the influence of
information technology and popular culture, neologisms related to the internet, social media, and
innovation have entered the English vocabulary: hashtag, selfie, blog, emoji. English, in turn,
"exports" some of these words back to other languages, becoming a global source of new words
[6].

For clarity, here is a comparative table showing examples of borrowings from different

languages and their adaptation in modern English:

Table 1.

Examples of borrowings from various languages and their adaptation in modern
English vocabulary'

Source of | Original word (in the | Modern form in | Meaning in
borrowing original) English Russian

Latin schola school HIKOJIa

French beauté beauty KpacoTa
Scandinavian vindauga window OKHO

Spanish cargamento cargo rpy3

Japanese karaoke karaoke Kapaoke

Italian piano piano MTHaHUHO

Arabic gahwa coffee Ko(e

Chinese ché tea qai

Thus, borrowed words became an important tool for adapting the English language to a changing
world. They not only enriched its vocabulary but also contributed to the formation of a universal
communicative space. Modern English is the result of a thousand-year history of cultural
contacts, reflecting the complex process of interaction between peoples and civilizations.

! Uctounuk: Oxford English Dictionary, Online Etymology Dictionary [7].
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Conclusions and suggestions. The analysis shows that borrowings have played a decisive role
in the formation and development of the English vocabulary. Over the centuries, English has
actively absorbed elements from Latin, French, Scandinavian, and other languages, allowing it
to become a universal means of international communication. Borrowed words not only
expanded the vocabulary but also contributed to the development of semantic flexibility,
stylistic richness, and cultural diversity of the English language.

The modern era is characterized by a new stage of lexical evolution associated with
globalization and digital technologies. The influence of media, the internet, and international
communications contributes to the constant updating of vocabulary and the emergence of new
neologisms, many of which also have borrowed origins.

Based on the conducted research, the following areas for further study and practical application
can be proposed:

- in-depth study of the influence of digital borrowings on the structure of modern english
vocabulary.

- creation of comparative corpora to analyze the frequency of loanwords in british and
american english.

- using materials on the history of borrowings in educational programs on lexicology and
sociolinguistics.

- conducting cross-linguistic research aimed at identifying trends in global vocabulary
unification.

Thus, borrowings remain an integral part of the evolution of the English language, reflecting
not only historical contacts between peoples but also the contemporary cultural and
technological dynamics of society.
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