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Abstract:This article reflects the socio-philosophical essence of Abdurauf Fitrat's spiritual
heritage. Abdurauf Fitrat is recognized as a scholar who made a unique contribution to Uzbek
linguistics. Fitrat's works put forward the themes of national freedom, the struggle for
independence, freedom, and liberty. Fitrat also made a great contribution to the development of
Uzbek dramaturgy with his dramas. Fitrat is also recognized as a scholar who laid the foundation
stone of the new Uzbek literary criticism and made a unique contribution to Uzbek linguistics.
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There have been such brilliant thinkers in the history of mankind who devoted their lives
and creativity, their thoughts, imagination and intelligence to improving the lives of their people
and brightening their future. One of such selfless enlightened thinkers is Abdurauf Fitrat.
Abdurauf Fitrat is considered the most prominent representative of the Central Asian
intelligentsia of the first quarter of the 20th century.

Abdurauf Fitrat, as an accomplished representative of the literature of independence, is a
thinker who has written in all existing forms of literature and art. Fitrat laid the foundation for
finger poetry with his beautiful poems in the Uzbek and Persian-Tajik languages.

Born in Bukhara in 1886, Abdurauf's pseudonym is Fitrat, the lexical meaning of which
is "creation". Although Abdurauf Fitrat used the pseudonym "Mijmar" in some of his works in
his youth, he later remained faithful to the permanent pseudonym "Fitrat". It should also be noted
that when Fitrat's contemporaries were forced to use several pseudonyms and nicknames in their
works or change their pseudonyms due to the demands of the time, the writer did not abandon
this pseudonym. Even in official documents, during his service in government agencies and in
documents during his arrest, the name Fitrat was used.

Abdurauf Fitrat, who received his primary education in a religious school, later studied at
the famous "Mirarab" madrasah in Bukhara. In addition to his excellent work in Persian and
Uzbek, Abdurauf Fitrat, who also had a deep knowledge of Arabic, became interested in the
activities of the representatives of the Jadid movement and became one of its ardent supporters.

Abdurauf Fitrat admitted in his works that he was initially against the activities of the
Jadids, but later he became interested in new schools of methods and Jadidism. Often, Fitrat's life
and work are covered differently in different sources, and his life path before 1909 is mostly
confused.

Researchers who have studied Fitrat's work admit that Fitrat, despite his youth, was quite
famous in the literary circles of Bukhara at that time. The first reliable information about
Abdurauf Fitrat that has reached us, in addition to the thinker's own works, is recorded in the
memoirs and scientific works of his contemporaries Ne'matullah Muhtaram, Sadriddin Aini, and
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Zaki Validi Tu'gan, a scientist and statesman who lived in Turkestan at the beginning of the 20th
century. For example, Ne'matullah Muhtaram mentioned Fitrat in his works as Haji Mulla
Abdurauf. Because Abdurauf Fitrat traveled to perform the Hajj pilgrimage in his youth and
traveled to India, Turkey, and Arabia, as well as cities such as Moscow and Petersburg in Russia.

Fitrat, who studied in Turkey as part of the young Bukhara people, returned to Turkestan
as a famous person. Fitrat's first prose works, such as "Munozara" and "Bayanoti Sayyohi Hindi",
published in Istanbul in 1911-1912, and his poetry collection "Sayha", inspired not only the
young people of Bukhara, but also all of Turkestan. Sadriddin Ayni noted that Fitrat's work
"Munozara" alone had a very strong and effective influence on the development of his time.

As an active representative of the Jadid movement, Abdurauf Fitrat, who studied in
Istanbul, Turkey, from 1909 to 1913, also tried to change the life of the people of Turkestan.
Fitrat published his first book, “A discussion between a Frenchman and a Bukhara scholar on
several issues and methods of Jadidism in India,” in Istanbul in 1909, after the Emir of Bukhara
did not allow it to be published in Bukhara. Despite being published in Istanbul, this work was
written in Persian and translated into Uzbek by Hoji Muin, a prominent scholar. In 1911-1913,
this work was published in the “Turkestan Province Gazette.”

Abdurauf Fitrat, a prominent figure in Uzbek literature, a major representative of science
and culture, a poet and encyclopedic scholar, teacher, linguist and unique playwright, journalist
and enlightener, created the textbook “Experiment on the Rules of the Uzbek Language” in the
old Uzbek alphabet in 1925. Abdurauf Fitrat’s scientific heritage is rich and diverse, and his
works were reprinted several times until the 1930s. Fitrat’s contribution to further enriching the
grammar of the Uzbek language was incomparable, and his works served as the basis for a
thorough study of the Uzbek language.

In addition, Abdurauf Fitrat, as a musicologist, also created studies such as
“Shashmaqom”, “Uzbek classical music and its history”, “Oriental music”.

Abdurauf Fitrat, who studied in Istanbul in 1913, held a number of high-ranking positions
in 1921-1922. By fate, Abdurauf Fitrat lived in Moscow and Leningrad in 1923-1924 and
worked at the Institute of Oriental Languages, teaching Turkish, Arabic, Persian languages
​ ​ and literature. After Abdurauf Fitrat was elected as the first Uzbek linguist to be appointed
professor of Leningrad linguistics, as a linguist, he created his works “Sarf” and “Naḵ” on the
rules of the Uzbek language. Fitrat's works are attractive, deep, and comprehensive, and he also
wrote several articles and treatises in Persian on the fields of history and oriental studies.
Abdurauf Fitrat's contribution to Uzbek linguistics is that he, using Arabic, Persian, and Turkic
languages, shed light on the problems of determining auxiliary words for nouns, adjectives, and
verbs in Uzbek linguistics. In studies, Abdurauf Fitrat's work is recognized as "unique examples
of Uzbek linguistics of the 20s of the 20th century, a strong bridge between the immortal sources
of the past and modern linguistics." Abdurauf Fitrat, who became known to the creative
community for his poems at the beginning of the 20th century, also made a pilgrimage and
traveled to Eastern countries. Abdurauf Fitrat, who continued his primary education and
creativity in Turkey, published his first work, "Munozara," in Istanbul and brought it to Bukhara
through various means.

According to Japanese scholar Hisao Komatsu, “Munozara” was first published in
Persian in Istanbul in 1911 and then reprinted in Uzbek and Russian in Tashkent. “Munozara”
mainly reflects the activities of the first Persian-language “usuli jadid” school founded by young
Bukharians and the conflicts that arose around it.

Abdurauf Fitrat’s work “Munozara” is dedicated to the new usul schools, and this work
paved the way for the reopening of new usul schools in Bukhara. The content of “Munozara” is
covered by the activities of the first “usuli jadid” schools founded by young Bukharians and the
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conflicts that arose around them. Abdurauf Fitrat wrote the following about his work 20 years
later in an article:

“In a work I wrote in 1908, I wrote about the religious fanaticism that ruled the Bukhara
Khanate and the administrative system based on it, the customs of the day such as arrests,
killings, and stoning. In those days, writing a book was considered “infidelity.” I wrote my first
work at that time. I criticized the administrative system of Bukhara, the education system, and
many official institutions,” he notes.

The work “Debate” was published in Istanbul and brought to Bukhara through various
secret routes. The work “Debate” was so famous that the original Persian text of the work was
even banned from being imported into the territory of the Russian Empire in 1914.

The work “Munozara” was translated into Uzbek by Hoji Muin ibn Shukrullah, a close
follower of Mahmudkhodja Behbudi, and published in Tashkent in 1913 as a book. Abdurauf
Fitrat himself quoted this in one of his articles. ““Munozara” was translated into Uzbek by Hoji
Muin (1883–1942), and the work was first published in the Turkestan region gazette in 1912, and
in 1913 as a booklet in Tashkent,” he notes. This article was written twenty years after the
publication of “Munozara.” It should also be noted that in this translation of Fitrat’s work, the
author’s main Islamist ideas, criticism of the Russian and Bukhara governments, and scholars
were almost completely eliminated, and Hoji Muin mainly included ideas that were in line with
the policies of Tsarist Russia. For this reason, General N. Ostroumov allowed this translation to
be published in his newspaper.

Abdurauf Fitrat's work is incredibly diverse. He is the most exemplary of Uzbek writers
who lived with the pain of the people, dreamed of independence, and became a victim of
repression while striving for national independence. The diversity of Fitrat's work once again
demonstrates that he was a versatile creative person with a wide range of thoughts and a true
scholar. Abdurauf Fitrat's works in Uzbek and Persian-Tajik languages ​ ​ are written in a
unique style, and it is no exaggeration to say that his stories and tales opened up new directions
in 20th-century literature.

Abdurauf Fitrat, who returned from Turkey with his education, published a number of
relevant works on education in 1915-1916, including "Family", "Leader of Salvation", and "Brief
History of Islam". Also, Abdurauf Fitrat's dramas "True Love" and "Abo Muslim" were staged in
the 1920s.

Fitrat's literary works, in particular his work as a playwright, were highly recognized by
his contemporaries. Fitrat's dramas such as "O'guz Khan", "True Love", and "Abulfayz Khan"
were especially famous in their time. In his dramas, the thinker confessed his sorrows and
longings through the language of the heroes of the work as follows: "It is definitely necessary to
study European affairs. Studying in Europe is necessary not to praise Europeans as honest and
just, but to protect ourselves from them, to be tooth and nail."

Abdurauf Fitrat is also recognized as the thinker who first founded the genre of historical
drama. While illuminating history through his dramas such as "Abulfayzkhan" and "Abo
Muslim", Fitrat tries to revive the essence of past events through the images of historical figures,
as well as their tragic fates. He manages to draw the necessary conclusions for the time from
them. Fitrat's life and creative work, serving the nation and homeland in the most critical
moments of history and leading the people towards freedom, is a vivid example of the
enlightened thinking of the thinker. Being with the people in any situation, putting their interests
above everything, and considering everything sacred are among the characteristics of Fitrat's
personality.

Abdurauf Fitrat, in his articles, sheds light on the West's attitude towards it, revealing its
truly disgusting policy. For example, he emphasized that "the invaders who once entered the East
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under the pretext of opening schools of culture and madrasas of humanity, and then soaked
Turkestan in blood and trampled its face, brought nothing but disgusting and unacceptable
deeds." Fitrat writes in his articles that the main goals of the colonialists are not to "give culture",
"spread education", "promote development" to the oppressed peoples under their control, but to
teach them morally corrupting works and ultimately "seek to put us out of work and make us
dependent on their hands." Writing such thoughts without hesitation during the era of political
repressions, when enlightened scholars were being summarily executed, shows Fitrat as a heroic
free-thinking person.

All of Fitrat's works have one goal in mind, namely, national liberation, the proclamation
of independence, freedom, and liberty. Fitrat, who soon gained fame for his educational work,
worked as the editor-in-chief of the newspaper "Hurriya" published in Samarkand in 1916. Fitrat
dreamed of more equality and freedom, but this remained a dream.

According to numerous documents and archival materials from the 20th century, after
returning from a trip to Turkey in 1914, Abdurauf Fitrat established a new school and madrasahs
with a new method, and began to teach mainly the history of Turkish and Persian literature,
Islamic studies, and oriental languages ​ ​ in these educational institutions. At the same time,
he was engaged in several new research and managed to create several new works. One of such
works is Abdurauf Fitrat's "Concise History of Islam".

This work was written as a manual for madrasah students, and the simplicity of the style
of the work indicates that the historical and religious processes were covered in a coherent
manner from the textual point of view, and the work was written perfectly. The fact that the
events described in the work were not completed leads to the conclusion that the full text of this
work has not reached us. Because the work was written in an unfinished state, both logically and
historically chronologically. Some studies have recognized that this is the completed version of
the work, and that the translation of the work was published in 1915 by the “Gazarov” printing
house and is kept in the “Imperatorsky istoricheskiy Moskovsky muzey” (Moscow Imperial
Historical Museum) under the number XY 28411.

Abdurauf Fitrat's "A Brief History of Islam" differs from works on Islamic history written
by other writers of his time in that it depicts events in a clear, vivid manner, is imbued with a
spirit of nationalism, and does not use divinity or artificial flattery in covering religious events. It
is precisely these aspects that clearly demonstrate the perfection of Fitrat's work.

“History is a science that teaches the past, development and causes of decline of nations.
History consists of two parts: general history and private history. The field that describes the
state of all nations and societies is called general history. Private history covers the history of
only one nation and one society. Islamic history is also included in the category of private history,
therefore, Islamic history discusses the birth of the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the spread
of Islam to the world, explaining the development of the Islamic world. Knowing the history of
Islam is obligatory for all Muslims,” Fitrat admits in the introduction to his work “A Concise
History of Islam.”

In his work, Abdurauf Fitrat provides information about the history of Islam, its
emergence, and the lives of the prophets and caliphs. In turn, he briefly describes the emergence
of Christianity in the lands of Iran and Rome, their state structures, and the political conflicts and
wars of these two states. Fitrat notes that “during the five hundred years of the history of
Christianity, there were two great states in the world, one of which was called Rome and the
other Iran. One of the kings of these two states would constantly lead an army against the other,
and there would be long-lasting battles between them. As a result, both sides would be exhausted,
and when both retreated to different sides, they would gather more troops, collect money at the
expense of the people, and prepare for a new battle. The people of these countries, who were
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oppressed and oppressed, would rebel and try to overthrow their kings under the pretext of
various religious differences. In short, debauchery, immorality, violence, and invasions were
widespread in these countries. As a result, these countries became more and more desolate day
by day, and the number of people decreased. The two countries To the south was another
continent, which they called the Arabian Peninsula (Jazirat al-Arab). The people of this land
were mainly Arabs. The Arabian Peninsula was not as prosperous as the lands of Rome and Iran,
but most of its land was sandy, and only some of the continents had prosperous settlements. The
most famous and blessed of these continents was the Hejaz, because Mecca and Medina were
located on this continent. If you look at the map, you will see that one side of the Hejaz continent
is the Red Sea and the other side is the desert. The states of Rome and Iran could not occupy
these places. The peoples living here did not have their own governments like Rome and Iran,
but lived in tribes, that is, in groups. Each tribe had its own leader. In this treatise, Fitrat briefly
but deeply explained these chapters.
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