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Abstract

Social infrastructure plays a key role in improving the socio-economic well-being of the
population and ensuring sustainable development of territories. The development of education,
healthcare, housing, transportation, communication networks, and social services directly
influences the quality of life and economic productivity of society. In modern conditions of
globalization, urbanization, and technological transformation, the importance of effective social
infrastructure management has significantly increased. This article analyzes the theoretical
foundations of social infrastructure development and its influence on socio-economic conditions
of communities, with particular attention to the Republic of Uzbekistan. The study examines
recent reforms, state programs, and statistical indicators reflecting the development of the social
sector. The results show that the expansion of social infrastructure contributes to increasing
living standards, improving human capital, and strengthening regional economic stability.
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Introduction

Social infrastructure is one of the fundamental elements of the socio-economic development
of any country. It includes institutions and facilities that ensure the normal functioning of society
and provide services necessary for the life and development of the population. Education,
healthcare, housing, transportation, communication, and social protection systems form the basis
of social infrastructure.

In modern economic systems, the development of social infrastructure is closely related to
the concept of human capital development. The quality of education, healthcare services, and
living conditions determines the productivity of the labor force and the competitiveness of the
national economy.

Many developed countries allocate a significant share of their public expenditures to the
social sector. According to international practice, nearly one-third of government spending in
developed countries is directed toward social infrastructure and social services. Countries such as
the United States, Japan, South Korea, and members of the European Union have achieved high
levels of economic development largely due to effective social policies and well-developed
infrastructure systems.

In recent years, Uzbekistan has also placed strong emphasis on improving social
infrastructure. Within the framework of the national development strategy “Uzbekistan — 20307,
special attention is given to education reform, healthcare modernization, housing development,
and improvement of rural infrastructure.

The population of Uzbekistan has exceeded 38 million people, and the rapid demographic
growth creates additional demand for educational institutions, healthcare facilities, housing, and
public services. Therefore, the expansion and modernization of social infrastructure have become
one of the main priorities of state policy.

Literature review
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The concept of infrastructure development has been widely studied in economic theory.
Early research on economic development and infrastructure can be found in the works of Joseph
Schumpeter, who emphasized the role of innovation and institutional development in economic
growth. Peter Drucker highlighted the importance of social institutions and education in creating
knowledge-based economies. According to Drucker, the development of education and social
services is a key factor in increasing labor productivity.

Michael Porter analyzed the relationship between infrastructure development and regional
competitiveness. His research demonstrates that countries with well-developed infrastructure
systems achieve higher levels of economic performance and investment attractiveness.

Researchers from the Commonwealth of Independent States such as A.l. Gavrilov, A.G.
Granberg, and N.N. Nekrasov studied the regional aspects of infrastructure development and its
role in spatial economic growth.

In Uzbekistan, many economists have also contributed to the study of social infrastructure
development. Among them are S. Gulyamov, N. Yoldoshev, B. Goyibnazarov, A. Rasulov, Sh.
Shodmonov, and Sh. Zaynutdinov, who analyzed theoretical and practical aspects of social
policy and regional development.Their research emphasizes that improving social infrastructure
is essential for increasing the standard of living of the population and reducing socio-economic
disparities between regions.

Materials and methods

The research methodology is based on a combination of theoretical and empirical
approaches.

The following research methods were used:Comparative analysis, statistical analysis,
systematic approach, economic analysis of government programs.

The study uses official statistical data from the National Statistics Committee of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, international organizations such as the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), and other analytical sources.

Particular attention is paid to national policy documents, including: Presidential Resolution
PQ-465 (2022) on the development of social and industrial infrastructure, State programs for
rural development and social sector modernization, National development strategy “Uzbekistan
—2030.” These documents outline the priorities of social policy aimed at improving the quality
of life of the population.

Results and discussion
Social infrastructure represents a system of institutions and organizations providing services
necessary for the population. It can be divided into several major components:
1. Housing and communal services
Healthcare system
Education and professional training
Communication and information services
Household services
Social protection institutions
Science and cultural organizations
Sports and recreation facilities
9. Passenger transportation systems
10. Public safety institutions
These sectors play a crucial role in improving living conditions and supporting economic
development.
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In recent years Uzbekistan has implemented large-scale reforms aimed at improving the
quality and accessibility of social services. The government has significantly increased
investments in the social sector. For example, the 2025 state budget allocates approximately 84.3
trillion soums for education, which represents nearly half of total social spending. The
distribution of funds within the education sector includes:15.8 trillion soums for preschool
education, 54 trillion soums for general secondary education, 7.8 trillion soums for vocational
education, 6.7 trillion soums for higher education. Healthcare is also a major priority of state
policy. The government plans to allocate over 41 trillion soums to healthcare in 2025 to improve
medical infrastructure and expand access to services. Furthermore, Uzbekistan has invested
heavily in healthcare modernization. Between 2021 and 2025 approximately €16.3 billion was
invested in healthcare infrastructure, including new hospitals, medical technologies, and digital
health systems.

Nearly half of Uzbekistan’s population lives in rural areas. Therefore, improving rural
infrastructure is essential for balanced regional development. Several national programs have
been implemented to address these issues, including:Obod Qishloq (Prosperous Village)
Program, Obod Mahalla Program, Integrated Rural Development Projects

These initiatives aim to improve access to clean water, electricity, transportation, healthcare,
and education in rural communities. The second phase of the Integrated Rural Development
Project, launched in 2024 with international partners, focuses on improving basic infrastructure
and enhancing the quality of life in remote regions. These programs help rural residents gain
access to essential services such as electricity supply, drinking water, modern roads, healthcare
facilities, and schools.

Infrastructure investment is closely linked with economic growth. Government programs for
the development of social and industrial infrastructure allocated approximately 76.8 trillion
soums for infrastructure development over a three-year period.

These funds were directed to several sectors including:

- social infrastructure development

- engineering and communication networks

- transportation systems

- irrigation and water management

- regional infrastructure projects

For example, during 2024 the government invested heavily in transportation and utility
infrastructure. More than 583 kilometers of roads and highways were constructed, and over
1,700 kilometers of water supply networks were installed. Such projects contribute to improving
living conditions and stimulate economic activity in regions.

Human capital is one of the most important factors of modern economic development.
Education and healthcare systems directly influence the productivity, skills, and health of the
population. Access to quality education enables individuals to acquire knowledge and
professional skills required in the labor market. At the same time, healthcare systems ensure the
physical well-being of the workforce.

Improved social infrastructure also contributes to:

- increasing labor productivity

- reducing poverty levels

- improving employment opportunities

- strengthening social stability

Therefore, investment in social infrastructure should be considered not only as a social
obligation but also as an important economic strategy.

Conclusion

527 | Volume 5, issue 02, 2026



INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF POLITICAL
SCIENCES AND ECONOMICS ISSN
Impact Factor ( research bib ) - 9,78 2751-9708

The research confirms that social infrastructure plays a fundamental role in improving socio-
economic conditions of communities.

The development of education, healthcare, housing, transportation, and communication
systems contributes to improving the quality of life of the population and strengthening
economic growth.

Uzbekistan has made significant progress in developing its social infrastructure through
large-scale reforms and investment programs. Increased funding for education and healthcare,
modernization of rural infrastructure, and implementation of national development strategies
demonstrate the government's commitment to improving living standards.

However, further efforts are necessary to ensure equal access to social services across all
regions of the country. Special attention should be paid to rural areas, where infrastructure
development remains a key challenge.

In the long term, effective management of social infrastructure will contribute to sustainable
economic development, human capital formation, and social stability in Uzbekistan.
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